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The Complete Peerage Third Edition is fully revised and modernised. It incorporates and 
integrates volume 13 of the Second Edition (peerage creations and promotions 1901 to 
1930) and volume 14, published 1998 (addenda and corrigenda). It also incorporates 
a vast number of further updates that have accrued since the publication of volume 14 
twenty-seven years ago.

The Third Edition has been fully updated and integrated with peerage births, 
marriages and deaths (and relevant ancillary information) up to summer 2024. It has 
been modernised and re-typeset using the modern form of minimal capitalisation. 
Abbreviations and contractions have generally been replaced with full wording. This has 
the effect of making the text more fluent and readable improving the visual as well as the 
aesthetic (not to mention historic) value of the work.

The Third Edition contains a bibliography extending to more than 10,000 lines.
Moreover, the references have been expanded and made consistent. Many of the notes 
and references in the second edition were cryptic and the Third Edition goes to great 
lengths to point an interested reader to a printed text or manuscript by clear source 
descriptions. It also contains a detailed glossary and a detailed list of abbreviations.
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The first impression of 18 volumes is being limited to 250 sets

Volume 1 Prelims; Ab-Adam to Ayr May 2025

Volume 2 Bacon to Cambridge May 2025

Volume 3 Camden to Cunningham May 2025

Volume 4 Cupar to Dunnon December 2025

Volume 5 Dunraven to Forbes December 2025

Volume 6 Fordwich to Hastings December 2025

Volume 7 Hatch to Kinghorne June 2026

Volume 8 Kingsale to Lonsdale June 2026

Volume 9 Lorn to Minster June 2026

Volume 10 Minto to Nile December 2026

Volume 11 Nisbet to Paynel December 2026

Volume 12 Pecche to Rookwood December 2026

Volume 13 Ros to Shrewsbury June 2027

Volume 14 Shronehill to Swansea June 2027

Volume 15 Swillington to Warrington June 2027

Volume 16 Warwick to Zouche December 2027

Volume 17 Appendices December 2027

Volume 18 Appendices and Bibliography December 2027



Background Information

Unlike Burke’s or Debrett’s (which are not currently available in print form), The Complete 
Peerage is highly detailed and traces all hereditary peerages from the oldest now recognised 
from the fourteenth century. It includes thumb-nail sketches and particulars of character 
and achievements which enliven the work, making it eminently readable and have always 
contributed to its popularity. It exceeds five million words.

The first edition by George Edward Cokayne, Clarenceux King of Arms, was published 
in 8 volumes between 1887 and 1898. The second, much expanded edition was published 
in 13 volumes between 1909 and 1959 (much interrupted by two world wars). Volume 14 
(addenda and corrigenda by Peter Hammond) was published by Alan Sutton Publishing 
in 1998, and successfully went through two editions.

Back in 1982 at Alan Sutton Publishing we published a photo-reduced version of the 
second edition (four photo-reduced pages per page in a microprint edition in 6 volumes). 
More than 1,000 sets were sold. The final and third printing of the microprint edition 
was in 2000.

Specif ications

The 18 volumes will be printed to a size of  280 mm × 200 mm (the same physical size 
as this prospectus). Typeset in Caslon, the volumes will be hardback and printed black 
on 100 gsm bright acid-free white silk paper, FSC accredited. Each volume will extend 
to approximately 650 pages (some volumes will be slightly shorter and some slightly 
longer).

An online edition will become available in 2027 on a subscription basis (with a free 
limited content version available).

Subscribers to the print edition will obtain lifetime free access to the full online edition.



The Editorial Team

Peter Hammond BA BSc 
FSA FRHistS

General Editor. Peter has overall editorial responsibility. 
Peter is the father of the Third Edition project and has been 
working on the peerage since the 1970s.

Alan Sutton FSA Executive Editor. Alan is the publisher and is responsible 
for the modernisation and the secondary text check. He has 
also compiled the bibliography, glossary and abbreviations. 
Alan has been responsible for the new editorial standards.

Richard Asquith BA Hons
MSt PhD

Research Editor. Richard is responsible for checking all 
of the submitted corrections and updates and is doing the 
academic research for additional material.

Jamie Hardwick BA Project Editor. Jamie is responsible for incorporating 
volumes 13 and 14 into the text. Jamie is also assisting Alan 
in taking responsibility for the new editorial standards and 
in the presentation of the final texts.

Tessa Wannell Researcher. Tessa has been responsible for the extensive 
research work for peerage births, marriages and deaths (and 
relevant ancillary information).

Joshua Greenland Project Editor. Joshua formed part of the initial text team. 
He is also assisting in proof-reading.

James Ross PhD FRHistS Manuscripts Adviser. James is currently Reader in History 
at the University of Winchester. Before that he spent more 
than 10 years at the National Archives in London and 
has extensive knowledge of manuscripts and their current 
whereabouts for updating and improving many references.

Adrian Jobson PhD FRHistS Research Fellow, School of History, Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities, University of East Anglia. He is also treasurer 
of the Pipe Roll Society. Adrian is assisting with finding the 
published volume and page numbers for the printed editions 
of the Pipe Rolls and other modern published sources.



Price and Subscription Plan

The full retail price for the complete 18-volume set is £2,700. Volumes are being published 
in sets of three to the timetable shown above. Therefore, each volume will cost £150 and 
sets of three volumes at full price will cost £450 (plus cost of carriage by either DHL or 
DPD).

To subscribe to the complete 18 volume set, a deposit of £600 is required as an initial 
one-off payment to secure a 25 per cent discount. 

As each set of three volumes becomes available subscribers will be invoiced £150 × 3 = 
£450, less 25 per cent = £337.50, less one sixth of their original subscription; therefore 
for each set of three volumes the amount payable reduces to £237.50. There will be six 
sets of three volumes. The current planned timetable is to reach volume 18 by December 
2027.

To subscribe for the third edition email subscriptions@suttonpublishing.com or write 
to the address below and we will supply a simple subscription form. The subscription list 
closes 31 December 2025.

The Complete Peerage
Third Edition in Eighteen Volumes

Published by 
Alan Sutton Publishing Limited

Millview House
Toadsmoor Road
Stroud GL5 2TB

www.suttonpublishing.com
01453-886959











The Complete Peerage is a work of profound scholarship by many contributors. 
This has not prevented several of the editors (but especially Vicary Gibbs) of 

adding in some interesting anecdotes. A few snippets are given below:

Haddington
Thomas (Hamilton), earl of Haddington … He died in his 41st year, being blown up (with his two brothers and other 
kinsmen) by an explosion caused by the treachery of Edward Paris, an English servant, at Dunglass Castle, co. Haddington, 30 
August, and was buried 1 September 1640, at Tyninghame.

Darlington
The countess, from her enormous bulk, was called “the Elephant and Castle,” while her said rival (“the head of the extraordinary 
seraglio”), “whose elongated figure was attenuated almost to emaciation,” was called “the Maypole.” … Horace Walpole says of 
her, “I remember, as a boy, being terrified at her enormous figure. The fierce black eyes, large and rolling, beneath two lofty arched 
eyebrows, two acres of cheeks spread with crimson, an ocean of neck that overflowed and was not distinguished from the lower 
part of her body, and no part restrained by stays.”

Leyburn (of Berwick)
This manor was held by the serjeanty of finding a horseman, equipped with lance and coat of mail, and carrying a gammon of 
bacon, to continue in the king’s service in North Wales as long as the gammon should last for himself and the man. The gammon 
being consumed, the man might go back home, unless the king paid him for further service. In 1255 a greyhound is mentioned 
as accompanying them.

Viscount Massereene and Baron Loughneagh
He died 28 April 1863, at Antrim Castle, aged 50. He died from the effects of a fall from a terrace in his garden while uprooting 
a shrub, which gave way, suddenly, with him.

Richard de Clare, earl of Gloucester and Hertford
There is a story in which he figures relating to Sabbath day observance. At Tewkesbury in 1260 a Jew fell into a privy on a 
Saturday and refused to be pulled out, whereupon the earl refused to take him out on Sunday, and on Monday the Jew was dead.

Cornwallis 
Having expressed to the duchess some hesitation about marrying her daughter on account of supposed insanity in the Gordon 
family, he received from her the gratifying assurance that there was not a drop of Gordon blood in Louisa!

Delaval
By his first wife he had issue, viz, one son, John, who was born 26 May 1756, and died v.p. (having been kicked in the testicles 
by a laundry maid to whom he was paying his addresses).

John Eyre, of Eyrecourt Castle, co. Galway
He is said never to have been out of Ireland. Richard Cumberland, the dramatist, writes of him: “From an early dinner to the 
hour of rest he never left his chair, nor did the claret ever quit the table.… He lived in an enviable independence as to reading, 
indeed he had no books. Not one of the windows of his castle was made to open, but luckily he had no liking for fresh air.”

FitzWalter
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu writes, early in 1724: “Could anyone believe that Lady Holdernesse is a beauty and in love? She 
is tenderly attached to the polite Mr Mildmay and sunk in all the joys of happy love, notwithstanding she wants the use of her 
two hands by a rheumatism, and he has an arm he cannot move. I wish I could send you the particulars of the amour which 
seems to me as curious as that between two oysters and as well worth the serious enquiry of the naturalists.”


